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I was given the privilege of reading and reviewing two, very different, yet very similar, books 

that can easily be placed within the fascinating genre of family and local histories. . . The first, 
Mundunur, can easily stand academic scrutiny on its own as it provides a comprehensive, detailed 
and relevant historiography. . . . 

Montenero in the Val Cocchiara, referred to as Mundunur in the local dialect, is presented as typical 
of the many mountain villages in the regions of Abruzzo and Molise. What makes it, and the book, more 
interesting are the discussions of the impacts on its long history by migrations, settlements, and 
invasions, of a wide variety of powerful groups. These episodes are carefully referenced and described 
by the author, which despite the village’s historical uniqueness, ironically, makes it an historical 
metaphor of many other towns, villages, and cities in most of southern Italy. In addition to sharing 
family memories and oral interviews DiMarco conducted extensive, and sensitively informed, field 
work. He also intensively searched local as well as regional and national archives that provide weight 
to his narrative such as 15th and 18th century census documents. Careful attention to the topology of 
the land, local plants and animals as well the discovery of a paleolithic settlement not very far from the 
village rounded out the local scene. Then there were the centuries under the control of the Samnites 
and Romans, before the official founding of the village a millennia ago, not to mention the influences of 
Byzantium, or invasions of Saracens, as well as the Norse. More insight to local experience is found in 
responses to the socialpolitical pressures from foreign powers and internal rebellions as the southern 
regions eventually came under the forced unification of Italy. Proper attention is also paid to the 
struggles of ordinary Mundunur inhabitants and, in contrast, those of higher classes as locals endured 
the unification of Italy, two world wars, earthquakes and periodic epidemics. Of course, there is no need 
to dwell upon the 19th and 20th century political and economic problems, as well as government 
inducements that encouraged individual, and family, emigration from the town and region that we 
eventually came to think of as a “mass” migration. The book is generously illustrated with photos, maps, 
as well as translations of important original documents. 

Two concluding chapters, “Molises’s Future and Montenero Hereafter,” an exceptionally well
illustrated “A Threeday Fictional Tour of Montenero,” and his Afterword “Montenero’s Grand Relation
ship,” will deserve special mention by the reader as they demonstrate Michele Antonio DiMarco’s 
deep personal and familial attachment to the town and its people. In sum, I have no reservation 
in recommending this book for Italophiles as well as community college and university libraries. . . . 
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